CHAPTEE XXII.
THE  REAL WEAKNESS  OF FREE TRADE.
How the abolition of protection would stimulate production, weaken monopolies and relieve government of a great cause of corruption, we have seen.
" But what/' it will be asked, " would be the gain to working-men ? Will wages increase ? "
For some time, and to some extent, yes. For the spring of industrial energy consequent upon the removal of the dead weight of the tariff would for a time make the demand for labor brisker and employment steadier, and in occupations where they can combine, workingmen would have better opportunity to reduce their hours and increase their wages, as, since the abolition of the protective tariff in England, many trades there have done. But even from the total abolition of protection, it is impossible to predict any general and permanent increase of wages or any general and permanent improvement in the condition of the working classes. The effect of the abolition of protection, great and beneficial though it must be, would in nature be similar to that of the inventions and discoveries which in our time have so greatly increased the prod action of wealth, yet have nowhere really raised wages or of themselves improved the condition of the working classes.